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NOTE TO AUDIENCE

Please be advised the use of tobacco is strictly prohibited at the 
Madison Square Center for the Arts. The characters are using props 
on stage.

Please respect the actors on stage and your neighbor by turning 
off all cell phones, pagers, and chiming watches.

The videotaping or audio and/or visual recording of this production 
is a violation of United States Copyright Law and is an actionable 
federal offense.

Please be advised that theatrical special effects such as gunshot 
sound effects are used in this production.

Special Thank You

City of Madison, Mayor Mary Hawkins Butler, Amy Cummins, Lucy Weber, JP Martin,
The Resource Center at Trace Ridge Church, Terri Cribb

Meet The Director

Ken Hackman - Director
Ken is excited to once again direct a production on the Center Play-
ers’ Stage. A veteran of over 150 shows as a performer and director, 
past directorial favorites include Sweeney Todd, Second Lady - a show 
for which he won Best Director and Best Production honors from the 
Mississippi Theatre Association, Arsenic and Old Lace, The Robber 
Bridegroom, The Odd Couple (female version), and You’re a Good Man 
Charlie Brown. Some of Ken’s favorite roles as an actor have been the 
title roles in The Foreigner, Dracula, and Lend Me a Tenor, as well as 
The Red Peppers, for which he received MTA’s Best Actor Award. Other 
favorites have included Joe in The Shadow Box, Snoopy in You’re a 
Good Man Charlie Brown, Hawkeye in M*A*S*H*, Johnny Cantone in 
The 1940s Radio Hour.
Ken has been active in community theatre in the Metro area for over 30 
years, and has served as president for Center Players, Playhouse North, 
and The Clinton Community Theatre. He is married to his gorgeous wife 
of 40 years, Ruth Broome-Hackman, whom he met on stage at 
Mississippi State and has two beautiful daughters - Mandy, 34, a very 
talented actress in her own right, and Allyn, 24, who sparkles each time 
she takes the stage.

5

Yvette .................................................................................. Phoebe Whitley 
Wadsworth ................................................................................ Vinny Jordan
The Cook / Ensemble Woman ........................................... Courtney Haindel 
Colonel Mustard ................................................................... Wayne Thomas 
Mrs. White ............................................................................... Connie Black
Mrs. Peacock ......................................................................  Mandy Hackman
Mr. Green .................................................................................. Wyatt Wilson
Professor Plum ......................................................................  Samuel Smylie
Miss Scarlet ............................................................................... Roxie Hood
Mr. Boddy ............................................................................... Bradley Davis
Chief of Police / Ensemble Man ....................................... Nathan Dunaway 
Cop / Ensemble Man .............................................................. Steven Carter
Singing Telegram Girl ................................................................ Sims Jones

The Cast

(in order of appearance)

v
The Crew

Director .. ............................................
Assistant Director ..............................
Stage Managers ..................................    
Technical Director .............................
Technical Assistant ............................
Lights .................................................
Lighting Designer ..............................
Set Construction ................................

Set Crew ............................................

Graphic and Media Design ............... 
Headshot Photographer ......................

Ken Hackman
Nathan Dunaway
Allyn Hackman, Courtney Haindel
Callie Jackson
Emma Schirmer
Campbell Haindel
Katy Mayhan
Ben Haindel, Ken Hackman, 
Joseph Whitley, Cast
Deanna Backel, Lilly Dunaway,
Ciema Jamileh, Cast
James Covington
Ashlee Britt
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Meet The Cast

Connie Black - Mrs. White
Connie is a retired music teacher who relocated to Madison from Green-
wood last year. Her first role with Center Players was Jack’s Mother 
in Into the Woods. This is her second role at Center Players, and she is 
having a fabulous time as Mrs. Black playing Mrs. White! Such a fun 
cast and crew!! And, so thankful for this opportunity!

Nathan Dunaway - Assistant Director / Chief 
of Police  / Ensemble Man
Nathan is employed by the US Postal Service as the Manager of Address 
Management Systems for the AL/MS District. While this is his Center 
Players debut, Nathan has previously performed in 1776, Hello, Dolly!, 
The Music Man, and as Jonathan Brewster in Arsenic and Old Lace. He 
has also worked in various capacities on Damn Yankees and Guys and 
Dolls. Nathan can also be heard as reporter Tim Reeves in the podcast, 
“Deep Space”. Special thanks to Brenda, Lilly, Emily, and Devon for 
their support during this production.

Steven Carter is excited to make his acting debut in the stage version 
of his favorite movie, Clue! Steven has been involved in music since 
he could talk but missed out on his recording debut with his two sisters 
because he was too scared to go into the booth at the ripe old age of 3. 
He is a self-taught musician, playing for over 20 years, and currently 
serves as pianist at Greater Works Baptist Church. He is newly married 
and spends all the time he can with his wonderful wife, Jessica, and 
their two not-at-all-crazy dogs, Pepper and Dexter.

Steven Carter - Cop / Ensemble Man

Bradley Davis - Mr. Boddy
Bradley is an International Man of Mystery. Bradley participated in 
show choir and musical theater at Madison Middle School and Madison 
Central High School. He then studied Vocal Performance at Tougaloo 
College and the University of Southern Mississippi. With his recent 
signing to Nettwerk Music Group, Bradley is now a full-time recording 
artist. He is also the Founder of Davis Dance Demonstrations, where he 
does professional choreography for musicals and show choirs all over 
the state of Mississippi. In addition, he is Dance Instructor/ Choreogra-
pher for Madison Summer Arts Camp. Bradley was most recently seen 
as the Wolf in Into the Woods and looks forward to making his directori-
al debut with The Best Christmas Pageant Ever for Center Players.
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Meet The Cast

Mandy Hackman - Mrs. Peacock
Mandy has been active with the Center Players since their first produc-
tion in 2001, and has worked in various onstage and backstage roles in 
the years since. She has directed several CP shows, including Into the 
Woods, Newsies, and The Best Christmas Pageant Ever. Mandy was last 
seen on stage in 2017 as Princess Winnifred in Once Upon a Mattress, 
one of her favorite roles to date. Some of her other favorite roles include 
Henrietta in All Shook Up, Katisha in The Mikado, and Vera in Dog Act. 
Mandy received bachelor’s degrees in English and Theatre and a mas-
ter’s in education from Mississippi State University. She taught English, 
German, and Film Production in the Jag zone for nine years, and now 
works for the MS Dept of Education.

Courtney is a former educator who now works in marketing for an 
educational software company. She and her family moved to Madison a 
year ago, and she is returning to the stage after a lonnnnnnnnnng hiatus 
(like thirty years long!) She is thrilled to be on stage with the Center 
Players crew and is especially excited to “theater geek out” with her 
daughter Campbell, who is working the lights.

Courtney Haindel - Stage Manager / The Cook /
Ensemble Woman

Roxie Hood - Miss Scarlet
Roxie is a board member of the Mississippi Theatre Association and 
has been seen locally in shows with Fondren Theatre Workshop, Actor’s 
Playhouse, New Stage, New Stage Unframed, and Center Players over 
the last 14 years. She is a high school teacher by trade, and a serial 
crafter at home. She resides in Madison with her husband, two children, 
and two dogs.

Sims Jones - Singing Telegram Girl
Sims Jones, a Madison-Ridgeland Academy Senior, is the daughter of 
Adam and Allison Jones. She currently serves as Madison County’s 
Distinguished Young Women, MRA Student Body Vice President, MRA 
Varsity Dance Team Captain, and the Director of Service for the Madi-
son Junior Civitan Club. She is passionate about performing arts and is 
so excited for her debut Center Players production! She hopes you enjoy 
the show!
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Meet The Cast

Samuel Smylie - Professor Plum

Vinny Jordan - Wadsworth

Samuel graduated from Belhaven with a bachelor’s in Psychology and 
a master’s in Teaching. He currently teaches 7th and 8th grade Math at 
his alma mater MRA, heads the Middle School Student Council, and is 
enjoying his 9th year in the Elementary after school program. Favorite 
past roles include Lumiere, Scar, Ali Hakim, and Hugo; at MRA he has 
assistant directed Cinderella, Joseph...Dreamcoat, Anastasia, Seussi-
cal, and Freaky Friday. When not at school, he can be found working 
summer camp at MRA or at Summer Arts Camp, where he has enjoyed 
being Head Counselor the last five years. Samuel feels absolutely bless-
ed to be able to work with so many different age groups of children each 
day, both on and off MRA’s campus.

Vinny is a software and media engineer for a local VR Development 
company called Lobaki. He grew up regularly in small theater produc-
tions and continues to use his skills in animation and voiceover work. 
His performance as Wadsworth marks his first time back on stage in 
over 10 years, and his first time working with the Madison Center 
Players.

Wayne Thomas - Colonel Mustard
Wayne left the stage in the early 1970s and stayed away for thirty years. 
He attended an audition just over twenty years ago in this very theatre 
based on an ad he saw. He had no plan or idea that the audition would 
lead to being cast in thirty shows in various theaters as well as close 
to a hundred performances in dinner theatre with the group known as 
The Detectives. While he has said several times, “This is my last,” he’s 
learned to add “maybe.” “But if I finish where I started, I’m still thank-
ful for every opportunity.”

Phoebe Whitley - Yvette
Phoebe Love Whitley is a freelance artist, seamstress, knitter, home 
cook, doll collector, pianist, and general jack-of-all-trades. She began 
acting in various community theatre productions in her hometown of 
Decatur, Alabama when she was five years old. Her most recent role was 
Beth in a production of Little Women in 2011. 12 years later and she is 
excited to be back on stage! This is her first performance in Mississippi 
and her first performance with The Center Players.
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Meet The Cast

Wyatt Wilson - Mr. Green
Wyatt is a graduate of The University of Mississippi with a BA in The-
atre Arts. Wyatt was most recently onstage in Little Shop of Horrors and 
in Into the Woods at Ole Miss. Wyatt has been performing in the Madi-
son area for over a decade making his debut in Nifty Fifties at MMS and 
most recently being seen arresting Crutchie as an officer in Newsies at 
Center Players. Wyatt is the purple group counselor at Madison Summer 
Arts Camp where his favorite moments include hanging set pieces from 
the ceiling. He looks forward to assistant directing The Best Christmas 
Pageant Ever for the Center Players in December.

Meet The Crew

Campbell is an 8th grader at Madison-Ridgeland Academy, where she is on Student Council 
and active in MRA theater, as well as in Summer Arts Camp productions. She is a self-pro-
claimed indoorsy book nerd and die-hard theatre kid. She is excited to be behind the lights for 
this production and wants to thank Katy Mayhan for teaching her all the ropes!

Campbell Haindel - Lights

Callie is daughter of Gil and Edie Jackson. This is her fifth year as Sound Technician/Playback 
Specialist at Center Players. Her most memorable moment at Center Players consists of 
breaking her ankle as the final performance of Into the Woods was about to start.

Callie Jackson - Technical Director

A senior at Madison Central, Katy is a member of Reveille Show Choir, 30+ Club, Mayor’s 
Youth Council, Madison Civinettes, Vice President for Mississippi Thespian Troupe 5251, 
and formerly of Renown and Radiance Show Choirs. She is also a Mississippi Thespian State 
Officer. Katy was most recently seen on the stage as Milky White in Into the Woods.

Katy Mayhan - Lighting Designer

Emma is a senior at Germantown High School. She likes playing golf, reading, and hanging 
out with friends. She has been active with Center Players for many years on stage and in the 
tech booth.

Emma Schirmer- Technical Assistant

James is a sophomore at Liberty University in Lynchburg, VA, pursuing a BFA in
Musical Theatre with minors in Vocal Performance and Dance. James is a professional actor 
with credits from the Alluvion Stage Company in Lynchburg VA, and Dollywood Theme Park 
in Pigeon Forge, TN. He is currently in Liberty’s production of Cinderella by R&H.

James Covington - Graphic and Media Design

Allyn is thrilled to be stepping back onto the Center Players (back)stage. After graduating 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Theatre from Mississippi State, she is happy to be back with her 
Center Players family as a killer (haha) stage manager.

Allyn Hackman - Stage Manager
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